From Slavery to Salvation
Exodus 1:1-14 & 2:23-25 & 4:29-31 & 5:1-3 & 6:1-8 & 11 & 12:21-42
Exodus 1:1-14

1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: 2
Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and
Asher. 5 The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt.

6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were exceedingly
fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land was
filled with them.

8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to
his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly
with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies,
fight against us and leave the country.”

11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom
and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they
multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and worked them ruthlessly.
14 They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in
the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.

Exodus 2:23-25

23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried
out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their groaning and
he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the
Israelites and was concerned about them.

Exodus 4:29-31

29 Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites, 30 and Aaron told them
everything the Lord had said to Moses. He also performed the signs before the people, 31 and they
believed. And when they heard that the Lord was concerned about them and had seen their misery,
they bowed down and worshiped.

Exodus 5:1-3

1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.”” 2 Pharaoh said,
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let
Israel go.”

3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey
into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God, or he may strike us with plagues or with
the sword.”

Exodus 6:1-8

1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my
mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.”

2 God also said to Moses, “I am the Lord.



3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not
make myself fully known to them.

4 1 also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they resided as
foreigners.

5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I
have remembered my covenant.

6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of
the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched
arm and with mighty acts of judgment.

7 1 will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord
your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you to the
land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a
possession. [ am the Lord.s”

Exodus 11

1 Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After
that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. 2 Tell the
people that men and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” 3 (The
Lord made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly
regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh’s officials and by the people.) 4 So Moses said, “This is what the
Lord says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die,
from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the female slave,
who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. 6 There will be loud wailing
throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. 7 But among the Israelites
not a dog will bark at any person or animal.” Then you will know that the Lord makes a distinction
between Egypt and Israel. 8 All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me
and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!” After that I will leave.” Then Moses, hot
with anger, left Pharaoh.

9 The Lord had said to Moses, “Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you—so that my wonders may be
multiplied in Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders before Pharaoh, but the
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his country.

Exodus 12:21-42

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the
animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into
the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe.
None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 23 When the Lord goes through
the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe
and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike
you down.

24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25 When you
enter the land that the Lord will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your
children ask you, “What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover
sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes
when he struck down the Egyptians.”” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The
Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. 29 At midnight the Lord struck



down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the
firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30
Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud
wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you
and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 32 Take your flocks and herds, as
you have said, and go. And also bless me.”

33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we
will all die!” 34 So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their
shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and
asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The Lord had made the
Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they
plundered the Egyptians.

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men
on foot, besides women and children. 38 Many other people went up with them, and also large
droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39 With the dough the Israelites had brought from
Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been
driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves. 40 Now the length of
time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 years, to the very
day, all the Lord’s divisions left Egypt. 42 Because the Lord kept vigil that night to bring them out
of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to honor the Lord for the generations to
come.

Questions:

*  What are we learning about God?

*  What are we learning about the people of Egypt?

*  What are we learning about the people of Israel?

*  What was the substitute-price paid for the families of the children of Israel? (12:21-23)
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